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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide the packet communication system minimizing abort 
of a packet due to congestion by distributing a load depending on a 
congestion state of plural lines between communication equipments. 
CONSTITUTION: Counters 5a, 5b are used to discriminate a congestion 
state of a packet reception section 20 based on the number of packets 
stored in buffer memories 3a, 3b and informs congestion notice control 
sections 1a. lb of a packet transmission section 10 of the occurrence of 
congestion when congestion occurs. The packet transmission section 
writes congestion information to a congestion notice area of a transmission 
packet and make a request of load distribution to an opposite party when a 
load is not concentrated in a specific line. Furthermore, an opposite 
equipment state management section 7 of a packet reception section 
detects congestion information written in a packet from the opposite party, 
sends a packet to other line of the same destination to avoid the 
congestion thereby distributing the packet depending on the congestion 
state of the destination. However, when all lines to the same destination 
are in congestion, the opposite equipment state management section stops 
tentatively the transmission of a packet. 
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